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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 2920] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2920) for the relief of Priscilla Ogden Dickerson Gillson De La 
Fregonniere, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to enable a former native-born citizen to 


regain her United States citizenship which was renounced in 1935. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in New York City on November 
21, 1905, and shortly thereafter accompanied her parents to England. 
In 1935 she renounced her American citizenship under the provisions 
of section 3 of the act of May 24, 1934. She last entered the United 
States in 1947 and has purchased an estate at Middleburg, Va., where 
it is her intention to remain permanently. 

A letter dated April 4, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Assistant Secretary 
of State with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 4, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Ceutuer: Further reference is made to your letter of March 16, 
1951, transmitting for the comments of the Department of State copies of H. R. 
2920, for the relief of Priscilla Ogden Dickerson Gillson de la Fregonniere. 

It appears from the citizenship file relating to Priscilla Ogden Dickerson Gillson 
that, on July 30, 1935, the Deputy Commissioner of Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion forwarded to this Department a copy of an order of the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of New York showing that she renounced her 
American citizenship under oath in open court on May 28, 1935, pursuant to 
section 3 of the act of May 24, 1934. On November 17, 1945, she executed an 
affidavit before an American consular officer at London, England, in which she 
stated that she was born in New York City on November 21, 1905, and shortly 
thereafter accompanied her parents to England, where she had since maintained a 
permanent residence; that she had no intention of taking up a permanent residence 
in the United States; that she was in possession of a British passport issued on 
August 7, 1945; and that she voted in the general election in England held on 
July 5, 1945. It is understood, however, that Mrs. de la Fregonniere returned to 
the United States in‘or about 1947, purchased an estate at Middleburg, Va., and 
has since resided at Middleburg, except for brief vacation periods, and that she 
has informed various persons that it is her intention to make Virginia her perma- 
nent residence. 

The Department is of the opinion that, as a general rule, it is inexpedient to 
enact special legislation providing for the restoration of American citizenship te 
a person who, as an adult, voluntarily divested herself of such citizenship. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jack K. McFatu, 
Assistant Secretary 
(For the Secretary of State). 

Congressman Howard W. Smith, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and stated that the beneficiary of the bill had re- 
nounced her American citizenship under duress in 1935 upon the urging 
of her father. Congressman Smith stated that she is living on bor- 
rowed money because her American dollars are blocked in ‘England. 
She is conducting a very sizable farming operation in Loudoun 
County, Va., and is providing a college education for her daughter, 
both of which efforts are working a great financial strain upon her. 
Congressman Smith stated that she is a loyal American and that her 

randfather was the Secretary of the Navy under President Andrew 
ackson and that her uncle was a Governor of the State of New Jersey. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2920) should be enacted. 
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